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Fait h When We Cannot See
Now fait h is t he assurance of t hings hoped for, t he convict ion of t hings not
seen. Indeed, by fait h our ancest ors received approval. By fait h w e
underst and t hat t he w orlds w ere prepared by t he w ord of God, so t hat w hat
is seen w as made from t hings t hat are not visible. (Hebrew s 11:1-3)
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Rahab? these are just a few of the heroes of
faith w ho are named in Hebrew s chapter 11, also know n as the Faith Chapter. On Wednesday nights, w e
have been reading and discussing the book of Hebrew s, a book of encouragement for those w ho are
grow ing w eary in their faith. Throughout the book, w e often find reminders of w hy our faith in Christ is
important and how Jesus makes a difference. In chapter 11, a litany of examples are given to remind us
that w e are not alone w hen w e face challenges on our journey of faith. So many have gone before us,
living out their faith, even w hen they w ere uncertain of the outcome.
The author of Hebrew s defines faith as ?the conviction of things not seen? (11:1). Later in chapter 11, w e
find additional mentions of this ?unseen? aspect of faith. In verse 13, w e read, ?All of these died in faith
w ithout having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them.? In verse 39, w e
read ?Yet all these, though they w ere commended for their faith, did not receive w hat w as promised.?
These heroes of our faith lived by faith ? they made decisions, commitments, and sacrifices based on
God?s promises for the future. They believed in promises they had not yet seen fulfilled. They hoped for
blessings they had never before experienced and must have found difficult to imagine. Sometimes they
suffered and did not know if they w ould make it. Yet through faith, they persevered. This is w hat it
means to live by faith ? to trust in God?s promises even w hen w e have not yet seen them fulfilled.
The uncertainties of the past year and a half have been challenging in so many w ays ? to individuals, to
families, and to churches. We have had to do things w e had not done before and hope for blessings that
w ere difficult to imagine. Yet as people of faith, w e do have a precedent for such unprecedented times.
God?s people have alw ays been called upon to have faith w hen w e cannot see the outcome.
If you are grow ing w eary in these challenging times, read Hebrew s chapter 11. Even w hen w e cannot see
the outcome, even w hen the future is uncertain, may w e persevere w ith faith. Through faith in Christ, w e
too are called to make decisions, commitments, and sacrifices based on faith that God?s promises w ill be
fulfilled, even w hen things feel uncertain and tumultuous in the moment. Through faith in Christ, w e have
hope for a future w e cannot see.
Pastor Jennifer Rygg
July 20, 2021

Deacon of t he M ont h ?Jan M cCracken
Our deacon of the month for July is Jan M cCracken. Jan has been a
member of FBC Pendleton for fifty years! She is active in the
Flamingo Sunday School class, as evidenced by her extensive
collection of flamingo décor! Jan has served on many committees
and in various volunteer roles at FBCP including personnel
committee, Wednesday night supper clean up, preschool Sunday
School teacher, deacon secretary, and assistant church clerk, among
others. Jan w orks as the Domestic Admissions Coordinator for the
Graduate School of Clemson University. She is looking forw ard to
her upcoming retirement this fall!
Jan enjoys spending time w ith her family, w hich is challenging,
given that they live all over the w orld! Jan?s dad, Al McCracken, also
a long-time member of FBCP, lives in the mountains of North Carolina. Jan?s sister and brother-in-law ,
Lynn and Kevin Xie, live in Shanghai, China, and her niece, Anna Xie, is a student at New York University.
Jan?s favorite Bible verse is Romans 8:38-39. For I am convinced t hat neit her deat h nor life, neit her
angels nor demons, neit her t he present nor t he fut ure, nor any pow ers, neit her height nor dept h, nor
anyt hing else in all creat ion, w ill be able t o separat e us from t he love of God t hat is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Keenagers
In August, the Keenagers monthly program w ill
feature local personality Connie Whit eside. Join us
Monday, Aug 9 at 10:30 am in the Fellow ship Hall.
Please RSVP your lunch reservation to Evelyn
Simpson at (864) 364-4670.

Church Conference ?Jul 28
Our Quart erly Church Conference w ill be held
Wednesday, Jul 28 at 6:30 pm in the Fellow ship
Hall and on Zoom video conference. Committee
Leaders, please prepare w ritten reports and email
them to office@fbcpendleton.org by Monday, Jul
26, or be prepared to make an oral report at the
meeting. Thanks.

Repair & Revit alize Capit al Campaign Updat e
Thank you for your ongoing generosity to our Repair and Revitalize capital campaign! As of
July 18, w e have received $43,706.11 in contributions and an additional $3,616 in pledges, for
a total of $46,706.11, w hich is 77.8% of our $60,000 goal. This campaign, w hich provides
funds for HVAC repair w ork, repairs/updates to our sound system, and new video equipment,
is scheduled to continue through Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022. To make a gift or pledge, go
to fbcpendleton.org and click "GIVE NOW," give through the Sunday offering (designate
"Repair & Revitalize") or call Becky Westmoreland at the church office at (864) 646-3913.
As is our custom, 10% of gifts to this fund go to Hands On Mission. This practice of including
Hands On Missions in our capital campaign is a w ay of remembering Jesus?command to love our neighbors. Even
as w e are endeavoring to raise money for something w e need for our church, it is important to remember those
beyond our church. Adding this additional challenge to the campaign pushes us to give a little more so that w e
might do more good w ork in the w orld. This summer, w e have used funds from Hands on Mission to provide cake
for teachers at Pendleton Elementary on the last day of school and to provide Bible story books for children w hose
families w ill receive food from the Magi program this summer. Thank you for giving generously for our church and
for our community!

Woodchucks Firew ood M inist ry
Woodchucks Firew ood M inist ry ?2020/2021 Season
season ran from Oct ober 10, 2020 t o M ay 8, 2021 (7 mont hs)
73 t ruckloads of firew ood delivered t o folks in need (21% increase from last season)
11 different client s/families served
28 w orkdays (Sat urday mornings),
avg 4 hours per w orkday, avg 8.18 volunt eers per w orkday
916 t ot al manhours (28 x 4 x 8.18) (50% increase from last season)
30 t ruckloads st ored for next season
I w ant to thank you, again, for your support of this
ministry/fellow ship. The space that w e use in the back
is the perfect location for staging, storing, and
distributing firew ood around the Pendleton area.
Keep praying for us. As w e get older our fur ain?t as
fluffy as it used to be! If you have any younger folks
that w ould like to get involved, please send them our
w ay.
Ted St okes
(864) 940-9085
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SUNDAY M ORNING SCHEDULE
9:00 am Coffee, Tea, & Conversation in the Fellow ship Hall
9:30 am Sunday School
10:45 am Worship in the Sanctuary and on Facebook Live

DEACONS FLOCKS
for 2021 - 2022
Flock 01: A - Be

W ayne Patterson

(864) 710-8239

Flock 02: Bo - Cal

Bruce Blackmon

(864) 653-0228

Flock 03: Cap - Da

Randy Strickland

(864) 360-6071

Flock 04: De - Fa

Anna Leavitt

(864) 430-1814

Flock 05: Fi - Ha

Jane Massey

(864) 940-3156

Flock 06: He - J

Kim Burgess

(864) 940-6902

Flock 07: K - Me

Jan McCracken

(864) 934-4574

We hope you can join us for in-person w orship, but if you can?t
come or aren?t ready to attend in-person, w orship w ill also be
on Facebook Live using our live streaming system.
visit our w ebsite
fbcpendlet on.org

PASTORAL EM ERGENCY
Past or Jennifer Rygg
864-760-7135
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Flock 08: Mi - N

Jim Davis

(864) 207-0656

Flock 09: P - R

Pam W illoughby

(864) 940-5470

Flock 10: S - Ta

Skip Still

(864) 903-1576

Flock 11: Th - Y

Max Loyd

(864) 654-2399

Deacons & Spouses

Suzanne Morse

(864) 643-9909

Rev. Jennifer Rygg ?jennifer@fbcpendleton.org ?mobile (864) 760-7135
Rev. Chris Cot t ingham ?chris@fbcpendleton.org ?mobile (864) 420-6221
Richard Reynolds Huss ?organist@fbcpendleton.org ?(864) 646-3913
Church Office / Joseph Reed ?office@fbcpendleton.org ?(864) 646-3913
Cindy St ill ?seniorfellow ship@fbcpendleton.org ?mobile (864) 324-6203
Becky West moreland ?accounting@fbcpendleton.org ?(864) 646-3913

CHURCH OFFICE
(864) 646-3913

