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Palm Sunday and Easter Worship

Hosanna in the highest!  On Mar 28 we enjoyed a Palm Sunday service with Scripture and 
a palm processional followed by a picnic on the front lawn of the church.

Join us for worship Easter 
Sunday online, or join us at 9 am 
on the front  lawn of the church. 
Please bring fresh flowers from 
your garden to flower the cross. 
We will also have flowers 
available.

We will continue to wear masks 
and observe social distancing 
while at church, recognizing the 
need to protect one another.



If you look up the word deacon in the dictionary you will find something like 
people, (typically laypersons) who function as servants, ministering to the body 
(church members) in practical ways. According to the by-laws of FBCP, the 
purpose of the Deacon Council is to serve as under-shepherds of the Church 
and as co-laborers with the Pastor. More specific statements indicate that the 
Deacons should promote church harmony, be concerned with the welfare of 
the total church membership, contribute to effective church leadership, and 
view their work as the work of God. Depending on the denomination, 
different rules exist regarding the gender of deacons. FBCP elected its first 
female deacon, Lucy Orr, in 1975. So, we have a rather long history of 
non-discrimination in church leadership with regard to gender.  

Our by-laws outline the responsibilit ies of a deacon in fairly general terms. This allows a good bit of 
flexibility with regard to the specific work of a deacon. As a deacon, I have experienced many types of 
service to fellow church members. In essence, what we do is greatly dependent on the needs of our 
fellow church family members. I have done things such as hugging folks as they wept, sitt ing with a 
family member in the hospital during a relative?s major surgery, and being present with persons as they 
awaited the arrival of the ambulance to pick up a deceased family member. There is also a less dramatic 
dimension to deacon ministry such as just maintaining contact with flock members; checking to see if 
there is a need such as help with grocery shopping or preparation and delivery of a meal if it  would be 
helpful to them. Of course, there is always the need for ongoing prayer support; particularly in situations 
of illness or other difficult situations. A phone call to say hello and let them know they are loved is a 
valuable aspect of a deacons? ministry to their flock; particularly for those who are unable to attend 
services or get out on their own. In summary, it is part of a deacon?s responsibility to maintain contact 
with their flock and to use the judgment provided by God?s guidance to determine a flock member?s 
needs and attempt to assist in addressing them.

Our Church Covenant begins with the statement ?As we aspire to keep Jesus at the center of our lives, 
we are Rooted in Faith and Growing in Love.? Most members of the FBCP family will remember seeing 
this statement accompanied by the picture of a tree with deep roots on our website and on most paper 
communications. Other statements in the Covenant speak about striving to keep Jesus at the center of 
our lives; not only by nurturing and developing our own faith but also by demonstrating that 
understanding as we interact with others in the congregation and the larger community. What bet ter way 
to demonstrate that  understanding than by prayerfully considering your response to a call to serve as a 
Deacon?

Cheryl Patterson is rotating off the Deacon Council this year and is currently the Deacon Chair.

Deacon Minist ry at  First  Bapt ist  Church of Pendleton

Deacon Nominations will be accepted from March 24-April 11. 
Nominations may be submitted online, at our in-person event on 
Easter, dropped in the nomination box on the table outside the 
church office, or mailed to the church.

Copies of the relevant section of the church by-laws are available 
to review the qualifications and responsibilities of Deacons. 
Please prayerfully consider being a Deacon if asked, or you may 
nominate yourself.

Cheryl Pat terson



Our Quarterly Church Conference for April will take place both in-person at church and 
on Zoom. After the conference, join us on the church grounds for a picnic. Bring your 
own picnic supper, and the church will provide bottled water. We will plan to offer 
childcare on the playground during the church conference if needed; please contact 
Jennifer Rygg if you would like to sign up for childcare.

Please note that while COVID numbers in SC have decreased, and some in our 
community have been vaccinated, COVID remains a health concern. We will continue 
to wear masks and observe social distancing while at church, recognizing the need to 
protect one another.

Quarterly Church Conference and Picnic
Sunday, Apr 25 at  5 pm

Thank you for your patience as we eagerly await our return to the sanctuary!  At this t ime, work on the HVAC 
system in the sanctuary is not quite complete, and we are also planning for the installation of new audiovisual 
equipment. Due to this work, combined with the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, church council has decided to 
continue focusing primarily on on-line worship for now.   

Delaying our return to in person worship in the sanctuary for a few more weeks has several advantages: 

- allows us to continue to provide a high quality worship experience (without the technical difficult ies of 
livestreaming)

- allows the work in the sanctuary to proceed as quickly as possible
- gives more time for members of the congregation to be vaccinated

The new audiovisual equipment that will soon be installed will provide the technology to livestream the service. For 
now, we will continue to premiere the service at 11 am on Facebook each week. The service is also available on 
YouTube beginning early Sunday morning. 

We are thankful to be able to have some other gatherings in person at church; this newsletter includes more details 
about those. Thank you for your patience in this year of both challenges and new opportunit ies!

Update to Plans for In-Person Worship

CBFSC General Assembly ? Register Today

Join us for our virtual CBF of South Carolina General Assembly 
April 16 as we explore the call to nurture spiritual development 
from our mission statement. Business, workshops, and worship 
will invite us into spiritual growth for our post-pandemic future. 
Register today: www.cbfsc.org/ga

We start at 2:00 pm. with a devotional service led by Baptist 
Women in Ministry of South Carolina. CBFSC loves this annual 
General Assembly kick-off tradit ion led by clergy women.

Our business session that features budget and nominating votes as 
well as reports from committees and partners follows at 2:15 pm.

A choice of breakouts begin at 4:00 pm. 

The General Assembly worship service begins at 7 pm. The gifted Kyle Matthews, minister of 
pastoral care at First Baptist Church Greenville, will provide musical reflections. CBFSC Coordinator 
Jay Kieve will deliver a brief sermon. Friends from across our Fellowship will lead worship elements 
in this inspiring and meaningful service.



Worship by Phone · call (425) 436-6309 
Access Code: 507774#  Reference Number: #

Can't be here in person? Join Us for Online Worship
fbcpendleton.org

Pendleton Community Counseling Center
1-888-293-7585
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Flock 01: A - Bl Glenn Andrews (704) 523-1414
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Flock 04: Do - F Anna Leavitt (864) 430-1814
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