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St ar Words
Last year about this time, I learned about an Epiphany tradition of selecting a ?star w ord? for the coming year.
Epiphany, January 6th, marks the end of the 12 days of the Christmas season and commemorates the visit of the
M agi to the Christ Child. On this day, w e remember how the M agi follow ed the star to find Jesus, brought Him
gifts, and w orshiped Him.
Selecting a w ord as a star w ord for the coming year is a w ay to celebrate Epiphany. The idea is that this w ord
might function as a sign for us, and that w e w ill allow ourselves to be guided by this w ord, just as the M agi w ere
guided by the star.
Part of this practice of adopting a star w ord includes trusting that the w ord selected for us is the w ord w e need.
Rather than combing through the dictionary and carefully choosing the w ord w e w ant to be our focus, the idea is
to choose a w ord in such a w ay that allow s for mystery. The w ord may seem strange at first, just as the M agi
must have puzzled over their unusual journey. But through our ow n journeys, w e are likely to discover God guiding
us in new and unexpected w ays to grow closer to God.
Last year, on January 8th, the first Wednesday night Bible Study of 2020, w e passed around a basket of w ords
w ritten on paper stars. Each person selected a w ord and w as encouraged to make that his or her star w ord for
2020. At that time, w e w ere just beginning a sermon series on the gospel of M ark, so the w ords in the basket
came from the first three chapters of M ark?s gospel.
The w ord I selected w as ?amazed.? As w e all know , 2020 turned out to be a most usual year. I indeed found
?amazed? to be an appropriate w ord! One of the w ays in w hich I w as frequently amazed w as by the compassion
and grace show ed by this church family. During stressful and uncertain times, your desire to reach out to and care
for our community as w ell as your encouragement of our staff w as so often a blessing w hich left me amazed.
If you had a star w ord for 2020, I w ould love to hear about it (through an email, note, or phone call, or w e could
also set up a time for a socially distanced and masked visit.) What w as your ?star w ord? How did God guide you
through that w ord?
For this year, I w ant to invite you to select a star w ord for 2021. To select your w ord, try one of the follow ing:
Visit the w ebsite w ordoftheyear.me and allow the site to choose a w ord for you.
OR
Choose a number betw een 1 and 20. Write the number here: _____
Then turn to page 3 of this new sletter and find your star w ord.
Once you have selected your star w ord, w rite it dow n (on a star-shaped piece of paper, if possible) and keep it
somew here you w ill see it frequently, perhaps in your Bible or taped to a mirror. An image of an Epiphany star
(from Illustrated M inistry) is included on page 3; you may cut out and color the star and w rite your w ord on it.
M ay God use your star w ord to guide you in the coming year, and may your journey lead you ever closer to God.
Pastor Jennifer Rygg, 1/5/21
jennifer@fbcpendleton.org
(864) 760-7135

Woodchuck Act ion
The Woodchuck firew ood ministry is having another
busy season. They have made 37 deliveries already
this season, and are on track to pass the 60 total
deliveries of last season.
They received a beautiful thank you note (below )
from hospice on behalf of a family they care for.
Special Invite: If you haven?t w oodchucked in a w hile
(or ever), the setup behind First Baptist Church of
Pendleton is a perfect place to get involved: lots of
room to park, flat area, and not as dangerous as our
other locations. Just bundle up, bring gloves (w e
have some if you don?t), bring hearing protection, a
mask, and get ready to jump right in and help.
Woodchucks meet Saturday mornings.
To be completely transparent, w oodchucking is not
very complicated. We cut, split, stack or load, and
unload.
Even if you only have an hour to w ork, that w ill make
a big difference tow ard helping provide firew ood for
folks in need. No pressure ? just come if you can.
Ted Stokes
tw stokes@bellsouth.net

Collins Children' s Home M eat Offering
The Collins Children' s Home M eat Offering for 2020
w as $2,221. Thank you for your gifts that yielded
$2,353.63 w orth of meat and other products.
M r. Anderson included additional items beyond the
$2,221 w e gave. It w as delivered by Wayne and
Cheryl Patterson on December 17, 2020. Here is
w hat the receipt for 515 pounds of meat looks like!

W e can't thank you enough for what W oodchucks has
done for our patient and his family. This very morning
when we reached out, via Facebook, you responded and
was making a delivery this very same day! Please know
how grateful we are for what you and W oodchucks have
done. This is the only source of heat our family has and is
only among the few of their many needs. May God bless
you and all of your volunteers!!! Now this is Christmas.
Fondly,
Lynn Brooks, Pruitt Health
12/18/2020

Christ mas M ission Offering
The total amount contributed this Christmas to the
CBF Offering for Global M issions w as $1,002.
In addition, $250 w as contributed to the Lottie M oon
Christmas Offering (SBC).
Thank you for your extravagant generosity!

Quart erly Church Conference Set for
Wednesday, Jan 20 at 6:30 pm on Zoom
Please make plans to attend the Quarterly Church
Conference on Wednesday, Jan 20 at 6:30 pm on Zoom
video conference. Links w ill be available in the w eekly
email. Committee Leaders, please either prepare your
w ritten reports and submit them via email or shared doc
to office@fbcpendleton.org by M onday, Jan 18 so they
can be included in the conference packet, or plan to make
an oral report during the meeting. Thanks!

St ar Words
(see front cover for instructions on selecting your 2021 Star Word)

1. Can
2. Behold
3. Spring
4. Climb
5. Committed
6. Allow
7. Surprise
8. Overcome
9. Flair
10. Quickly

11. Release
12. Invest
13. Presence
14. Fun
15. Gift
16. Childlike
17. Sw im
18. Unstoppable
19. Lift
20. Resilience

Remember Your Bapt ism?
On Sunday, January 10th, one of our texts for w orship w ill be M ark
1:4-11, the story of Jesus?baptism. The follow ing Wednesday,
January 13th, our Wednesday night Prayer and Bible Study time (on
Zoom) w ill focus on the theme of baptism. Baptism marks a new
beginning, a new commitment to follow Jesus. As w e begin this
new year, may w e spend some time reflecting on how w e w ill
follow Jesus in this new year. Remember your baptism?
On Wednesday, January 13th, join us on Zoom from 6:30 -7:30 pm.
We w ill begin w ith sharing prayer concerns and celebrations as w e
typically do on Wednesday nights. Then, participants w ill be invited
to share your ow n baptism story. When and w here w ere you
baptized? What do you remember about the experience? How did
you decide to be baptized? Hearing one another?s baptism stories
w ill be a meaningful w ay to share of our faith journeys w ith one
another. If you w ould like, use the image of a dove (from Illustrated
ministry) to jot dow n some notes w ith your memories of your
baptism.
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