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A Season of Wait ing
I have heard of a number of people decorating for Christmas early this year. It seems that we are all ready for some 
holiday spirit, some Christmas cheer, some peace and goodwill toward all. Indeed, it has been a long and strange 
year, and it seems that perhaps Christmas cannot come soon enough. Whether you have already put up a tree or 
you are holding fast to your tradit ion of wait ing until after Thanksgiving, the season is quickly approaching!  

On the church calendar, we observe the four Sundays before Christmas as the season of Advent. The word Advent 
comes from the Latin advenire, which means ?to (ad) come (venire).? The season of Advent is a t ime in which we 
wait for Christ to come. As we wait, we anticipate the arrival of the baby Jesus. 

This year, we are especially aware of the heaviness of wait ing. We are wait ing for the development of a vaccine for 
COVID-19. We are wait ing for our government to transit ion from what has been a contentious election season into 
what we hope will be a more unified period of government leadership. We are wait ing?

Advent also reminds us of the spiritual importance of wait ing. God?s people throughout Scripture often waited ? for 
the flood to end, to be rescued from slavery, to arrive in the Promised Land, for the king to be anointed, for 
prophecies to be fulfilled. As God?s people waited, they discovered more and more of who God is and of who God 
was calling them to be as God?s people. 

Waiting often brings within it the opportunity to grow in our faith and to learn and understand more of God. Paul 
wrote in 1 Corinthians 13:8-13: 

The waiting season of Advent is a reminder of the bigger wait ing season of our earthly lives. We are wait ing for 
God?s glory to be revealed. We are wait ing for a fuller understanding of God. We are wait ing to see and know God 
more completely. As we wait, we remain rooted in faith, hope, and love.                           continued on page 2 --->

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, 
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in 
part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial 
will come to an end. W hen I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish 
ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I 
know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And 
now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

Advent  Worship · Sundays at  11 am: Wait ing in Advent

(in the sanctuary and on Facebook Live, later posted on YouTube)

Nov 29 1st Sunday of Advent Waiting with Hope

Dec 6 2nd Sunday of Advent Waiting with Peace

Dec 13 3rd Sunday of Advent Waiting with Joy

Dec 20 4th Sunday of Advent Waiting with Love 



Wednesdays ? December 2nd, 9th, & 16th 

12 ? 12:30 pm on Zoom · Lunch Break Advent  Devot ional

Feel free to bring a lunch for a mid-day, mid-week devotional reflection. We will meet the first 3 
Wednesdays of Advent to read Scripture and share encouragement during this season of waiting.

 

6:30 ? 7:30 pm on Zoom · Prayer Time & Advent  Bible Study 

Our Wednesday night Bible Study will meet the first three Wednesdays of Advent for a time of 
community prayer and an Advent-theme study. 

Operation MAGI
Operation MAGI is the ecumenical Christmas ministry led by 
the Pendleton United Methodist Men since 2003. Together 
with fifteen other churches, last year 287 children from 102 
families each received three gifts: a shirt, a pair of pants, and a 
toy. Each family also receives the ingredients for a Christmas 
meal, and age-appropriate Christian literature. The schools in 
Anderson School District 4 provide the names of families that 
need assistance with gifts for their children at Christmas.

There are st ill gift  assignments available.

Please call the office (864-646-3913) to take an assignment of 
gifts for a MAGI child. We will provide you with their 
identifying number, age, clothing sizes, and gift request. If a 
gift bag is used for gifts, staple the top to avoid spills. Place 
gift cards in a stapled bag. Each child is to have three (3) separately wrapped gifts (pant, shirt, toy). Please do not 
consolidate gifts. Children count and they have been told they will receive 3! ! !

Gifts will be due back at  FBCP no later than Sunday, Nov 29.

If you have any questions about Operation Magi, please contact Jane Massey on the Missions Committee, at 
mobile (864) 940-3156 or jmassey316@gmail.com.

In this season of Advent, let me encourage you to look for the opportunit ies in this season of wait ing --  
opportunit ies to grow in our faith, opportunit ies to give generously, opportunit ies to rest in the presence of God. 
Remember that the God for whom we wait has been present since the beginning of t ime. As the Psalmist 
proclaims: 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever 
you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. For a thousand years 
in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night. So teach us to count our days 
that we may gain a wise heart. Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us the work of 
our hands --  O prosper the work of our hands!        Psalm 90:1-4, 12, 17

May God bless our Advent work of wait ing and hoping, celebrating and giving, studying and praying. Join us in 
worship, Bible study, missions, and other opportunit ies to connect as a church family in the coming weeks. 

-- Pastor Jennifer Rygg, 11-17-20
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Helping Our Gulf Coast Neighbors
We recently learned of an opportunity to help with disaster 
response following recent storms along the Gulf Coast by 
assembling flood cleanup buckets for use following recent 
hurricanes and tropical storms. 

Several individuals and Sunday School groups assembled 11 
buckets that were picked up by CBFSC. Because time is of the 
essence in flood recovery to prevent mold growth, CBFSC is 
planning to deliver the buckets before Thanksgiving. 

Thank you for your extravagant  generosity!

Virtual Christmas Pageant
We are planning a virtual Christmas pageant, scheduled to premiere 
on Sunday, Dec 22 at 5:00 pm (more information will follow on how 
to watch)!  The pageant, t it led "Do Not Be Afraid," has roles for both 
children and adults, and uses technology that is no more complicated 
than taking a video on your phone. In 12 scenes, it follows the 
tradit ional Christmas story but is set in contemporary t imes. Not all 
characters are in all scenes. No special costuming is needed, but if 
you have some sheep, let us know; they could be used as "extras!" 
Of course, scripts will be provided and we will have "tech support" 
for you as well.

If you think this sounds like fun and is something you'd like to try, 
contact Jane Massey at (864) 940-3156 or jmassey316@gmail.com.

Deacon of the Month · Jim Davis
Jim is currently serving the first year of a three-year term on the deacon council. He has served several three-year 
terms during his years as a member of FBCP going back to 1981. Other areas of service include numerous years as 
Sunday School Teacher and member of the Budget and Finance Committee. However, his longest tenue is his job 
as Wednesday night dish washer. He and Jim Wood debate over which one has washed the most dishes. While 

these are activit ies within and for the church membership, Jim has also been very 
active outside the church with missions. He made numerous trips with various 
organizations working to assist Hurricane Hugo victims at the turn of the century. This 
was the beginning of many tasks our church made on behalf of natural disaster 
victims. He also worked on many ramps, porches, and homeowner repairs in our local 
community. 

Jim and his wife Esther have two children, and each of them has two children. 
Clayton is director of the Stewart Center, a non-profit Christian-based after school 
and summer program in Atlanta and Leigh Ann works as an information system 
specialist with a law firm in Charleston. A few months after moving from Auburn 
University to join Clemson University, the family started attending FBCP and have 

made it their home church ever since. Jim?s favorite scripture is John 3:16-17, ?For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not 
send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.?



Deacons for 2020-2021 Church Year

Flock 01 · A - Bl Glenn Andrews (704) 523-1414

Flock 02 · Bo - Ch Barbara Blackmon (864) 903-3739

Flock 03 · Cl - Ea contact Deacon Chair (864) 710-8238

Flock 04 · Ev - Gol Anna Leavitt (864) 430-1814

Flock 05 · Gos - Hum Jane Massey (864) 940-3156

Flock 06 · Hus - L Jan McCracken (864) 934-4574

Flock 07 · M - Mo Suzanne Morse (864) 643-9909

Flock 08 · Mu - Ra Jim Davis (864) 207-0656

Flock 09 · Re- Tab Pam Willoughby (864) 940-5470

Flock 10 · Tay - Z Skip Still (864) 903-1576

Deacons and Spouses Cheryl Patterson (864) 710-8238

Worship by Phone · call (425) 436-6309 
Access Code: 507774#  Reference Number: #

Can't be here in person? Join Us for Online Worship
fbcpendleton.org

Pendleton Community Counseling Center
1-888-293-7585

PASTORAL EMERGENCY
Pastor Jennifer Rygg
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