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Out door Worship
Sunday, September 13 and Sunday, September 20
11:00 am
Church Parking Lot
On Sunday, September 13 and Sunday, September 20, w e plan to w orship outdoors at 11:00 am,
livestream the service on Facebook, and later upload it to YouTube. (We have some Sunday School
classes meeting via Zoom at 9:30 am on Sundays, so gathering for w orship at 11:00 w ill allow them to
continue to meet for Sunday School online.) As usual, w e w ill send an email link Sunday morning.
Please be aw are t hat t his w ill not be a ?ret urn t o normal.? We are still in the midst of a global health
crisis, and w e w ill need to make changes to our w orship practices to protect one another. Therefore,
w hile w e w ill ask everyone t o w ear masks, other precautions w ill be necessary as w ell. These changes
w ill include not having congregational singing, at least for now . Studies show that singing produces more
aerosolized particles than talking. While masks are effective in stopping the virus from spreading by
droplets, the aerosolized particles are too small to be stopped by masks.
We hope to resume in-person w orship in t he sanct uary on Sunday, September 27 at 11:00 am, but this
may need to be adjusted depending on how our community is impacted by the virus over the next few
w eeks as schools reopen. That service w ill be livestreamed on Facebook, and later uploaded to YouTube.
W e want to encourage each person and family to take into account their unique situation when making
decisions regarding returning to worship. We w ill continue to provide online options and do not w ant
anyone t o feel pressure or guilt regarding ret urning t o in-person w orship. Thank you for your patience as
w e have learned (and continue to learn! ) to use new technology and to adapt to new needs and
challenges.
As Acts 17:24 reminds us, The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven
and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands.
God is certainly not confined to a church building, and w e can w orship God in spirit and in t rut h
w herever w e are, in the parking lot, on Facebook, on YouTube, by telephone, as w ell as in the sanctuary.

School Supplies and Snow Cones
We had a successful School Supplies Drive for Pendleton Elementary School. Unfortunately, "Can I
borrow your pencil?" is not an option right now at school. Your generous donation of school supplies w ill
help our teachers and students maintain a safe school environment. Thank you to everyone w ho
supported the school supplies drive and then enjoyed a socially-distanced snow cone from the Kona Ice
Truck!

Church Office Hours
At this time, church office hours are limited as staff members are w orking from both home and
church. If you need to come by the church w hen staff is present, please check w ith staff first. If you
come into the church building please follow safety precautions, including:
-

Sanitize your hands before entering (a hand sanitizer dispenser is mounted outside the
entrance near the office)
Wear a mask if others are present (masks are available at the entrance by the office).

If you call the church office, please leave a message; the church voicemail is checked regularly. If
you have a past oral emergency, please call Past or Jennifer Rygg at 864-760-7135.

Called Church Conference Slat ed for Wednesday, Sep 23
We w ill have a Called Church Conference to vote on deacons and the slate of nominees for the new
church year (w hich w e plan to begin on October 1) on Wednesday, Sept ember 23 at 6:30 pm on Zoom.
Holding the conference on Zoom allow s you to join the meeting via video call on a computer, tablet, or
smartphone, or by audio-only on any telephone. Additional details, including the list of nominees and the
link and phone number for joining the meeting, w ill be included in upcoming Weekly Emails, Sunday
Worship Emails, and announced at Sunday services. Information w ill also be sent by mail to members
w ithout email.

Fruit for all Seasons
As September begins, I have already noticed slightly cooler temperatures and even a few falling leaves.
The changing of the seasons also brings about a change in available produce. As summer ends, w e w ill
see less w atermelon, peaches, and tomatoes and begin to see more apples and pumpkins. The fruit that
is freshest and most readily available depends on the season of the year.
Changing seasons of our lives can also bring about changes in the fruit w e produce. The apostle Paul
reminds us in Galatians chapter 5:
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self- control.
Different seasons and circumstances give us different opportunities to grow in our faith and to allow the
Spirit?s fruit to grow in our lives. Last Wednesday night, w e began a new Bible study (on Zoom) entitled,
The Fruit of Sequestering ? Allowing the Spirit to Form Us in the In- Between. This study explores how
w e might cultivate the fruit of the spirit in our lives during this
most unusual year ? a year in w hich w e have been asked to
sequester, to limit our interactions w ith others, to exercise caution
in public spaces, and to spend much more time at home (w hich for
some means more time alone) than w e typically do.
How might w e emerge from this season having grow n deeper in
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control? What w e cultivate and practice in our
lives during this season w ill continue to bear fruit once w e have
emerged (as w e surely w ill, eventually! ) from this time of
sequestering.
In the introduction to The Fruit of Sequestering, author Rhonda
Abbott Blevins suggests that ?being called to stay ?in?is a chance to
turn ?inward?and deepen our roots.? Blevins further poses a
challenging and imaginative question: ?W hat will the evidence of
that growth look like two, three, ten years from now? W hat will be
The Fruit of Sequestering??
As w e enter the fall season of the year and the seventh month of this season of social distancing, let me
encourage you to consider how this season is affecting your spiritual life. Certainly, w e are quick to
recognize the challenge this season has brought to w orship attendance, Bible study participation, and
other church activities. But how might w e grow spiritually during this season? How might w e deepen our
roots? How might the Holy Spirit produce its fruit in our lives in w ays that w ill have a lasting effect, even
beyond this season?
May w e continue to be Rooted In Faith and Growing In Love in new and hopeful w ays.
W ednesday Night Bible Study begins at 6:30 pm via
Pastor Jennifer Rygg
Zoom video conference. There is also an audio- only
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call- in option. The call- in number is (929) 436- 2866.
The meeting ID is the same for video or call- in:
867 888 594.
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Deacons for 2019-2020 Church Year · Updat ed M arch 2020
Please note that neither Rev. Cara Morgan nor Rev. Chris Cottingham
are Deacons; they are filling vacated positions on a temporary basis.

Join Us for Online Worship
fbcpendleton.org
Worship by Phone · call (425) 436-6309
Access Code: 507774# Reference Number: #
Pendleton Community Counseling Center
1-888-293-7585
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