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Don?t Plan Too Far Ahead!
On June 28, several deacons and I opened the sanctuary for those who wished to 
come and pray in our church sanctuary on a Sunday morning. How strange it was to sit 
on the front steps of our church on a Sunday morning and simply watch the town pass 
by. Instead of rushing inside to get ready for a service, instead of closing the doors to 
lead worship, I simply sat outside the church, available and waiting.

For many, these past few months have been a long season of wait ing ? wait ing to see 
how the virus will affect our area, wait ing to see what scientists will discover about the 
virus, wait ing to see what decisions will be made regarding closures and changes in 
plans. In some ways, this season of ?waiting to see? has reminded me of life with a 
newborn baby. I remember the first few weeks of parenthood as a blur of worries 
about the baby?s health and well-being. I soon learned that whatever it was that 
worried me on any given day was likely to be replaced by a completely different worry 
a few days later. I was frequently reminded of the futility of worrying about the future, 

because even the short term future (a few days or weeks away) was too far away to be predictable. In the days of 
COVID-19, I have again been reminded that long-term planning is not always helpful or relevant. Those who know 
me well realize how much of a challenge this is!  Yet, in this season, there is much which we must wait to see.

Of course, the waiting is not the only challenge these days. Sitt ing outside the sanctuary on Sunday morning was 
different, but walking inside the sanctuary was different as well. I was wearing a mask, and pews were taped off to 
remind us to observe social distancing, making only every 3rd pew available. I was reminded of last summer at 
Vacation Bible School, when we covered the aisle between the pews with blue tablecloths and ?parted the sea? as 
we told the children the story of the Israelites? escape from Egypt. The tape on the pews this summer may not be 
quite as ?fun,? but I hope we can tap into our adventurous spirits to find ways to celebrate and enjoy these 
strange days.

Next week, Church Council will meet via Zoom to discuss plans for church 
services during the coming weeks. Thank you to so many of you who 
completed the Return to Church survey. We received 48 responses, which 
will be tremendously helpful as we make plans. We are tentat ively 
planning to offer some kind of outdoor or drive in service for Sunday, 
July 12, in addit ion to an online service. There are many details yet to be 
worked out, and we will communicate those with you as soon as possible. 
We are committed to continuing to offer online worship for the 
foreseeable future, and we encourage everyone to worship in the way 
which is the best fit  for you, whether that be online or, as opportunity 
allows, in person. 

Thank you for your faithful support of our church and staff during these interesting days of ?waiting to see.?

-- Pastor Jennifer Rygg, 6/28/20



Hands On Missions Completes Another Ramp Project

The Hands On Missions team recently built  another ramp in Pendleton on June 23-24. Ramp builders 
included Sam Taylor, Wayne Patterson, Cheryl Patterson, Rick Massey, Dale Chandler, and Lesa Chandler 
(our newest rampologist -- thanks Lesa, and welcome to the team!) A beautiful job in a much-needed and 
appreciated ministry!  You can see more photos at fbcpendleton.org.

Wednesday Night  Bible Study Returns July 8

Faith>Fear

Wednesday night Bible Study will resume on July 8 at 
6:30 pm on Zoom. We will be continuing our study of 
Faith > Fear.

Upcoming Lessons include:

July 8 ? Fear of Death · 1 Corinthians 15:50-58

July 15 ? Fear of Witnessing · Acts 4:1-22

For information about how to join the Zoom Bible study 
online or by phone, check your email from church on 
the day of Bible study or contact the church office for 
details.

July Sermon Series

Book of Job

During the month of July, our 
Sunday sermons will examine the 
book of Job. We will begin with 
Job 1:1-22 on July 5. For many of 
us, 2020 has felt  like a year in 
which anything that could possibly 
go wrong, did go wrong!  The book 
of Job has something to say about 
faithful responses to God when 
everything around us seems to be 
falling apart. Join us for worship 
during July as we seek wisdom 
from Job?s story.



Thank you, Keleigh!

Thank you to Keleigh Frazier for four years of service on our church staff as Director 
of Children?s Ministry. Sunday, June 28 was Keleigh?s last Sunday in this role as she 
prepares to begin a full t ime posit ion as a 5K Kindergarten teacher at Anderson 
Christian School in August. Sunday?s online worship service included a special video 
for Mrs. Keleigh and a prayer of blessing. Since we could not be together in person to 
celebrate and express our appreciation, Jennifer Rygg and Jane Massey delivered 
gifts to Keleigh and family on behalf of the children and children?s ministry of FBCP. 
Thank you, Keleigh, for your faithful service!

Meals On Wheels

This spring, First Baptist Church of Pendleton was one of several sites around Anderson County that 
provided space for a special meal program from Meals On Wheels. Anyone aged 60+ was eligible to 
receive pre-packaged meals. The program lasted 6 weeks through a grant. As you can see from the 
photos, the program was popular. This was a wonderful use of the church facility in the early days of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Virtual Baby Shower for the McReynolds Family was Unique and Fun

The FBCP Young Adults hosted a Zoom baby shower on Saturday, June 27 for Cathie, Nick, and 
Alayna McReynolds as they prepare to welcome a baby boy, Athyn, to their family in August. 
Thank you to all who participated in the shower. It was unique experience, and a fun celebration!



Deacons for 2019-2020 Church Year · Updated March 2020
Please note that neither Rev. Cara Morgan nor Rev. Chris Cottingham 
are Deacons; they are filling vacated positions on a temporary basis.

Flock 01 ? A-Bl Glenn Andrews (704) 523-1414

Flock 02 ? Bo-Cl Peggy Carter (864) 356-4390

Flock 03 ? Co-E Bruce Blackmon (864) 653-0228

Flock 04 ? F Warren Willoughby (864) 940-5471

Flock 05 ? G-Hen Jan McCracken (864) 934-4574

Flock 06 ? Her-K Rick Massey (864) 940-3515

Flock 07a ? L-Ma Rev. Cara Morgan (803) 348-7482

Flock 07b ? Mc-Moo Rev. Chris Cottingham (864) 420-6221

Flock 08 ? Mor-P Cheryl Patterson (864) 710-8238

Flock 09 ? Q-Stri Skip Still (864) 903-1576

Flock 10 ? Stro-V Warren Willoughby (864) 940-5471

Flock 11 ? W Kim Burgess (864) 940-6902

Deacons and Spouses Kim Burgess (864) 940-6902

Worship by Phone · call (425) 436-6309 
Access Code: 507774#  Reference Number: #

Join us online for worship this Sunday
fbcpendleton.org

Pendleton Community Counseling Center
1-888-293-7585
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Rev. Cara Morgan ? cara@fbcpendleton.org ? mobile (803) 348-7482
Marlena Dixon ? buildingmanager@fbcpendleton.org ? (864) 646-3913
Keleigh Frazier ? children@fbcpendleton.org ? mobile (864) 637-9543
Richard Huss ? organist@fbcpendleton.org ? (864) 646-3913
Church Office /  Joseph Reed ? office@fbcpendleton.org ? (864) 646-3913
Cindy St ill ? seniorfellowship@fbcpendleton.org ? mobile (864) 324-6203
Becky Westmoreland ? accounting@fbcpendleton.org ? (864) 646-3913

First  Bapt ist  Church of Pendleton
351 South Broad Street
PO Box 187
Pendleton, SC 29670

fbcpendleton.org
(864) 646-3913

CHURCH OFFICE
At this time, the church office is closed as staff members are 

working mostly from home. If you call the church office, please 
leave a message; the church voicemail is checked regularly.
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