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WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP IN THE AGE OF COVID-19
Stay connected with FBCP during this time of physical
distancing. If you do not receive the weekly Thursday
email, please let us know (office@fbcpendleton.org). We
are sending some additional emails during this time to
help us stay connected.
Worship Online at fbcpendleton.org. Each Sunday morning
a YouTube video and a PDF copy of the Worship Guide is
sent via email and posted on our website and on Facebook.
Worship by Phone. If you don’t have internet access, you can hear the Scripture reading, sermon, and prayer by
Rev. Jennifer Rygg. Dial 425-436-6309 Enter Access Code 507774# Enter Reference number: #
Wednesday night online Bible study will begin April 1 from 6:30—7:30 pm using Google Meet. The link and
phone number will be sent each week by email. If you don’t have internet access, there is an option to call-in by
phone (call the church office to get the number, which is different for each meeting).

DEACONS
If you have a prayer request, spiritual need, or concern, please contact your Deacon.
Please note that neither Rev. Cara Morgan nor Rev. Chris Cottingham are Deacons;
they are helping by filling vacated positions on a temporary basis.
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Please check the monthly calendar for events:
fbcpendleton.org
Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 8:30 - 6:00
Closed from 12 - 1 for Lunch
Friday 8:30 - Noon

Pendleton Community Counseling Center
1-888-293-7585
PASTORAL EMERGENCY
Pastor Jennifer Rygg
mobile (864) 760-7135
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Youth Group is meeting online a couple of times each week. Contact Rev. Chris Cottingham, Minister of Music and
Youth, for details (call or text mobile 864-420-6221).
Young Adults have been meeting online for Sunday lunch and are planning a Virtual Game Night for April 5. Contact Rev. Cara Morgan, Volunteer Minister to Young Adults, for details (call or text mobile 803-348-7482).

Children’s Sunday School downloadable lesson videos are available at https://www.group.com/category/ministryresources/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/empowering-courageous-kids.do
If your Sunday School class or committee would like to meet online, Joe Reed can help you set this up. Contact
him at office@fbcpendleton.org or 864-646-3913.

Giving an offering is an act of worship. Even during this time of physical separation, your generosity is
important, enabling the work of the church to continue as much as possible. Several giving options
are available:
 Secure Online Giving is available at fbcpendleton.org. Click on the Give Now button.
 Text the word FBCPENDLETON to recipient 73256.
 Contributions may be mailed to: FBCP ∙ PO Box 187 ∙ Pendleton, SC 29670
 Set up your offering as a recurring bill pay option through your online banking

Update on FBCP Response to COVID-19

all in-person church activities and services are suspended until further notice
Church Council has decided to suspend all in-person church activities and services until further notice. Gathering as
a community of faith is a gift that we sacrifice with great sadness, in order to protect our church family, especially
the more vulnerable among us. We plan to continue to post a weekly worship video on Sundays and offer other opportunities for faith formation, including Wednesday Bible Study via video conference and children’s Sunday School
materials available online. Church communications, including the bi-weekly Newsletter and the Thursday email, will
be continued. To be added to the church email or mailing list, please contact office@fbcpendleton.org or 864-6463913.
At this time, the church office is open but most staff members are working from home. If your phone call is not answered, please leave a message; the church voicemail will be checked regularly. If you have a pastoral emergency,
please call Pastor Jennifer Rygg at 864-760-7135.

Keenagers met on March 9, 2020 and enjoyed a fascinating presentation from our own
wildlife biologist, Skip Still.

March 26, 2020
Dear Members of First Baptist Church of Pendleton:
As you know, our Bylaws (Art. VIII, Section 4) specify that the Church Year begins on 1 June each
year. There is no mention of extenuating circumstances that might alter that specification.
However, I have conferred with Pastor Jennifer Rygg and Vice Moderator/Parliamentarian Jim Wood
and we think that we really must adapt to the current extraordinary situation that none of us could
have foreseen. Adapting to the situation is complicated by our inability to meet in-person to discuss
alternatives.
Therefore, acting under my responsibility as Moderator by our Bylaws and Robert’s Rules of Order, I
declare the following:
(1) In order to allow the Nominating Committee to do its work, the beginning of the church year
shall be delayed until after the current crisis has passed, regular worship services resumed, and
committee meetings become possible. The length of the delay will be equivalent to the amount of
time since 15 March 2020 that normal, in-person gatherings were suspended. Current committees
will continue to function virtually and in-person, as circumstances allow, until the revised beginning
of the new church year.
(2) Since the congregation has not met for part of the time that Deacon nominations were to be accepted, the period for accepting nominations for deacon shall be extended to 5 April 2020 and
these nominations may be made by email or telephone to Reverend Jennifer Rygg
(jennifer@fbcpendleton.org or 864-760-7135) or Deacon Chair Kim Burgess
(kimburgessCU81@gmail.com or 864-940-6902). A date for a called meeting to elect deacons will
be established after normal in-person gatherings resume.
(3) The April 2020 quarterly church conference scheduled for 15 April 2020 shall be suspended, unless public gatherings have resumed by that date.

The next meeting of the book study group based on Growing Young will be Tuesday,
Apr 14 via Google Meet video conference. For more info, contact Rev. Cara Morgan
(cara@fbcpendleton.org, 803-348-7482).

Clarification: Under Robert’s Rules of Order, any church member can object to these declarations by
“Point of Order.” However, in doing so, I encourage that member to present a preferred procedure.
The preferred procedure can be as a recommendation (on which I would be required to rule) or as a
motion that must be passed by a majority of voting members (on which we will need to debate and
vote virtually).
John Morse, Moderator

