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A History of Faithfulness
I have often heard the quote attributed to theologian
Karl Barth, “We must hold the Bible in one hand and the
newspaper in the other.” This week, I wondered if there
might be a time when it is appropriate to hold the Bible
in one hand and the history of the church in the other.
When facing challenging times, perhaps there are ways
in which our own history can inspire us, reminding us of
times in the past when we have navigated changes
with grace and strength.

DEACONS
At FBCP, the deacons are spiritual leaders. They are concerned with the spiritual welfare
of the Church and serve with the Pastor as co-laborers. Deacons “shepherd” their flock
by praying for, communicating with, and offering encouragement to members of their
flock. If you have a prayer request, spiritual need, or concern, please contact your Deacon.
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Please check the monthly calendar for events:
www.fbcpendleton.org
Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 8:30 - 6:00
Closed from 12 - 1 for Lunch
Friday 8:30 - Noon

JOIN US THIS SUNDAY
9:00-9:25 ∙ Coffee, Tea, and Conversation (Fellowship Hall)
9:30-10:30 ∙ Sunday School (Classrooms)
10:45 ∙ Worship (Sanctuary)

Pendleton Community Counseling Center
1-888-293-7585 or 864-442-7585
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Pastor Jennifer Rygg
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This reminded me of a passage from our own church
history booklet: “Another first!
When deacons were nominated in 1975, the names of several women appeared on the
ballot. What a surprise! Lucy
Orr was elected to serve a
regular three-year term on the
Deacon Council. It was necessary to amend the ByThis past Sunday, our gospel reading included Mark Laws to be able to elect women.” (page 14 of A History
chapter 7 verse 8: “You abandon the commandment of of the First Baptist Church Pendleton, South Carolina).
God and hold to human tradition.” This is what Jesus
said to the Pharisees when they criticized his disciples I see this as an inspiring example of this church not alfor not following the religious tradition of washing their lowing our tradition to stand in the way of following
hands before eating. Jesus pointed out that sometimes God. The church elected women to serve, and then later
adherence to the religious tradition actually leads people revised the by-laws to reflect our practice. We followed
away from following God. The example Jesus used is God first, we responded to the leadership of the Holy
found in verses 10-13 of Mark chapter 7. Apparently, Spirit first, rather than letting tradition stand in the way.
some people were avoiding the obligation of caring for
their parents by claiming that they were giving those As we read the Bible, we may hold the newspaper in
resources to God instead. Jesus criticized this practice, the other hand, being aware of what is going on in the
accusing them of disobeying the 5th of the Ten Com- world. We may hold the history of the church in the othmandments, in which God instructs, “Honor your father er hand, helping us remember how the church (this parand your mother” (Exodus 20:12).
ticular church and the universal church) has been faithful to God in the past. But I would suggest that we conThe devotional guide Reflections for Tuesday, February sult the by-laws later. Our traditions have value and can
18 offers further thoughts on this passage, recounting a be helpful, but may we never let them replace the Living
story of a pastor meeting with someone seeking bap- Presence of God. May we be attentive to the Holy Spirit.
tism and wondering what the church bylaws would say May we be obedient to God, even if that requires us to
about this situation. The pastor writes, “The bylaws, just revisit, to rethink, and to revise our traditions.
one of the layers of human tradition that stand between
us and the living God, get you every time.” (Daniel
— Pastor Jennifer Rygg, 2/18/20
Headrick, Reflections Daily Devotional Guide, Jan – April
2020).

Lent Starts February 26
Lent starts on Ash Wednesday, February 26. The Alliance of Pendleton Area Churches (APAC) is
once again hosting Lenten Lunches which are open to all. The Lenten Lunches start at noon and end
by 1:00 pm. A light lunch of soup and sandwiches is served by the hosting church, followed by
a Lenten devotional. Pendleton United Methodist Church will host on Ash Wednesday.
First Baptist Church of Pendleton will host the following Wednesday, Mar 4. A sign-up sheet has
been posted on the bulletin board by the office to volunteer to bring soup, sandwiches, bread/
crackers, and dessert. You can also indicate if you can help with setup or cleanup. Please contact Cheryl Patterson for more information at cherylpatterson235@gmail.com or 864-654-4249.
First Baptist Church of Pendleton will have an Ash Wednesday service with prayer and distribution of
ashes at 6:45 in the Sanctuary. Let the Lenten traditions of fasting, prayer, and penitence enrich your
faith journey this year.

Ladies Night Out
Ladies Paint Night will be Thursday, Mar 5 at Uptown Art in Clemson
(inside of Glazed Pottery) from 7-9 pm. The piece we will be painting is
called Purple Bloom (perfect for early spring / Lent!) See the accompanying photo. Cost is $25. We need to have at least 12 people registered
to keep it a private event. You can register and pay at the church website,
www.fbcpendleton.org (look for the Ladies Night Out article). We can
bring snacks and drinks to enjoy while we paint, but it is also right next door to Osaka Express, so if some
of you would like to, we could meet for dinner at 6:00 before painting. For more information, contact Jennifer Rygg at jennifer@fbcpendleton.org or 864-760-7135.

FBCP T-Shirts
We are ordering church T-shirts to wear when we host the CBFSC
event in April, for other church events, and just to show support for
the church!
Sizing and style choices include Women’s V-neck style, regular Tshirts, and Youth sizes. All are in dark forest green. The image
shows the back of the shirt.
We will need sizes by Sunday, Mar 8. Right now we are just collecting sizes, not payment (cost will be about $10 each). We want
to provide a shirt for everyone who will wear one.
Go to www.fbcpendleton.org and click on the “FBCP T-Shirts” article to reserve t-shirts now, or you can use a paper sign-up sheet on
the table outside the church office. We have screenshots of sizing charts on the church website for both
women’s V-neck and regular T-shirts.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
∙ We need an additional helper to assist the teacher for Children's Chapel. This volunteer position serves
once a month and requires no preparation. Please contact Keleigh Frazier at 864-637-9543 or
children@fbcpendleton.org.

SAVE THESE DATES
LENTEN RESOURCES
The church is providing a Lenten devotional titled “From Suffering To Salvation — Inspiration from Henri J. M. Nouwen.” Based on Scripture passages and writings of Henri
Nouwen, a 20th century spiritual icon, this is an invaluable guide for Lent. These devotions allow readers to recall how Jesus willingly suffered to open the door to our Salvation. Each Lent, we are called to prayerfully consider that sacrificial love, receive it, share
it, and demonstrate it to others. In these pages, Nouwen excerpts are accompanied by
Scripture passages and original reflections composed by author Christopher Klofft.
These booklets and other Lenten resources can be found on the table outside the church
office.

∙ Saturday, Mar 28 — Church Work Day
∙ Friday, Apr 24 — CBFSC General Assembly, hosted at First Baptist Church of Pendleton
ADULT MINISTRY
∙ Every Monday @ 9:30 — Knitting / Crochet (open for any handwork) (FH)
∙ 4th Tuesday (Feb 25) @ 11:30 — Ladies Lunch (Young's Cafe, Pendleton)
∙ Last Saturday (Feb 29) @ 9:00 — 3B Ladies (Bojangles, Pendleton)
∙ Thu, Mar 5 @ 7:00 pm — Ladies Night Out (Uptown Art, Clemson)
∙ Sunday, Mar 8 @ 4-8 pm — "Young" Adult Game Night (FH)
∙ 2nd Monday (Mar 9) @ 10:30 — Keenagers Program & Lunch (FH)
∙ 3rd Sunday (Mar 15) @ Noon — Merry Widows Lunch (Dyar's Diner, Pendleton)

