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Keeping Up with Holy Days and Holidays
As we celebrated Valentine's Day last week, I remembered that last year (2018) Valentine's Day was also Ash
Wednesday, which marks the beginning of the season of Lent (40 days, excluding Sundays, until Easter). This
year, we still have a couple of weeks until Ash Wednesday, which is March 6, 2019! What a difference from one
year to the next. Not long ago, I read a reflection by a pastor who described using the table in the back of The
Book of Common Prayer to find the date for Easter. To tell the truth, my "go to" method for finding Easter's date
is to consult Google, which does not sound nearly as spiritual as studying a chart in a prayer book.
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DEACONS
At FBCP, the deacons are spiritual leaders. They are concerned with the spiritual welfare
of the Church and serve with the Pastor as co-laborers. Deacons “shepherd” their flock
by praying for, communicating with, and offering encouragement to members of their
flock. If you have a prayer request, spiritual need, or concern, please contact your deacon.
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JOIN US THIS SUNDAY
9:00-9:25 ∙ Coffee, Tea, and Conversation in the Fellowship Hall
9:30-10:30 ∙ Sunday School
10:45 ∙ Worship
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Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 8:30 - 6:00
Closed from 12 - 1 for Lunch
Friday 8:30 - Noon
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There is something mysterious about the wide variance in Easter's date from year to year. There is a rational explanation (Easter Sunday is the first Sunday after the full moon that is on or after March 21, the fixed date for the
spring Equinox) but I would guess that most Christians could not give that explanation if asked! Instead, we look
to the calendar to find out when Easter will be — anytime between March 22 and April 25 — a span of 5 weeks!
Most other holidays are fixed dates, such as Christmas. A few others
have slight variations, such as Thanksgiving, which falls somewhere between November 22 and 28. But Easter seems to jump around on the
calendar from year to year, surprising us with its celebration of resurrection. There is something fitting about the celebration of the resurrection
of Christ being difficult to pinpoint. Just as the early disciples of Jesus
were amazed by this surprising turn of events, perhaps the variance of
Easter dates can offer us a small taste of what it means to be surprised by resurrection.
As you prepare for the season of Lent, which helps us prepare for Easter's resurrection, keep in mind the following dates:
∙ Lent begins Wednesday, March 6!
∙ We will have an Ash Wednesday service at 6:45 pm in the sanctuary, which will take the place of our regular
Wednesday night Bible study. Our youth and some of our children's classes will join us for this special service.
∙ Lenten Lunches will also begin March 6 at Pendleton United Methodist Church from 12-1 pm. Lenten Lunches
will take place each Wednesday during Lent at various churches of the Alliance of Pendleton Area Churches. The
community is invited to gather each Wednesday for a soup and sandwich lunch and devotional reflection, provided by the host church. FBC Pendleton will host on March 13.
∙ Easter Egg Hunt will be Wednesday, April 10 as part of our Wednesday night activities.
I hope you will join us for worship and other activities at FBCP as we journey through Lent together as a church
family.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Jennifer Rygg

SOUPer Bowl of Caring

Thank You, Diane!
Diane Scott retired
Jan 31 as Senior Fellowship Coordinator,
after nearly 20 years
of service -- 5 years
as a volunteer, and 15
years as a part-time
staff member. We
have appreciated her
tireless service to our
senior community and
her strong faith. Everyone enjoyed a special lunch and a nice
cake to celebrate, and on behalf of the
church, Pastor Jennifer Rygg presented Diane with a travel journal and some traveling
money. Diane and Roy plan to enjoy continuing their active discipleship at their church,
traveling, spending time with family, and
relaxing when they can.

SOUPer Bowl of Caring is a nationwide movement
whose mission is to use the energy of the Super Bowl
to mobilize youth in their local communities to care
for people who are hungry and for those in need. We
kicked off our SOUPer Bowl of Caring emphasis on
February 3 and concluded it on February 17. The FBC
Pendleton food drive resulted in 345.75 pounds of
food and supplies being donated to Clemson Community Care (CCC). In addition, church members contributed $210 in cash donations to CCC. On Feb 18,
our youth took the food to CCC and stocked it. They
then came back to FBCP and made emergency food
boxes which we give to the indigent who come to the
church with an immediate need for food. Thank you
for your extravagant generosity to our SOUPer Bowl
of Caring emphasis this year!

Better Angels
∙ Better Angels is a citizens’ organization uniting red and blue Americans in a working alliance to depolarize America.
∙ We try to understand the other side’s point of view, even if we don’t agree with it.
∙ We engage those we disagree with, looking for common ground and ways to work together.
∙ We support principles that bring us together rather than divide us.

Better Angels Event
Red/Blue Workshop

Sat, Feb 23
9:30 am - 4:30 pm
hosted at First Baptist Church of Pendleton
by the Current Events Sunday School Class
contact Laina Calhoun, mobile (217) 722-8414

MUSICA ECCLESIA

Musica Ecclesia (Church Music) a concert benefitting Clemson Community Care, was held Friday, Feb 15
at Southern Wesleyan University. The performance has been uploaded to YouTube. You can find it and
watch it for free by searching YouTube for “Southern Wesleyan University Musica Ecclesia.”

Senior Fellowship Coordinator

Ladies’ Night Out ∙ Feb 25
On Monday, Feb 25, Ladies Night Out will be a
mission project to volunteer at the Lot Project in
Anderson. We will be sorting donations for their
homeless ministry and then going out to dinner.
Meet at church at 4:30 or in Anderson at 5:00.
Contact Jennifer Rygg (mobile 864-760-7135) to
sign up or for more details.

ADULT MINISTRY
∙ Every Monday @ 9:30 — Knitting / Crochet (open for any handwork) (Fellowship Hall)
∙ Feb 25 — Ladies’ Night Out — Volunteer at The Lot Project in Anderson, with dinner afterwards
∙ 4th Tuesday (Feb 26) — Ladies’ Lunch @ 11:30, (McAlister’s Deli, Clemson)
∙ Sunday, Mar 10 — Young Adult Game Night, 4—8 pm (Fellowship Hall)
∙ 2nd Monday (Mar 11) — Keenagers @ 10:30 (Fellowship Hall)
∙ 3rd Sunday (Mar 17) — Merry Widows’ Lunch @ Noon (SWU Cafeteria)

First Baptist Church of Pendleton is accepting applications for the part-time position of Senior Fellowship
Coordinator, a position which requires approximately
8 hours per week. The Senior Fellowship group meets
once a week for a period of three hours. The Coordinator will plan and lead the group in various activities as
well as coordinate volunteers needed for tasks such as
devotions, lunch preparation, and cleanup. The coordinator should be imaginative, willing to learn, friendly,
compassionate, and able to lead groups in activities appropriate for the abilities and interests of the group.
Specific responsibilities can be found on the church
website, www.fbcpendleton.org.
Applicants should submit a cover letter and resume by
March 1, 2019 to: Cheryl Patterson, Chair of
Personnel Committee, First Baptist Church of
Pendleton, PO Box 187, Pendleton, SC 29670,
or via email to : cherylpatterson235@gmail.com.

As part of the Baptist Women In
Ministry (BWIM) Month of Preaching,
our Ministerial Intern, Rev. Cara
Morgan, will preach Sunday, Feb 24
at 10:45 worship. Cara will preach
the sermon “Love and Fear” based
on 1 John 4:7-21.

SAVE THE DATE
SAFETY NIGHT
On Wednesday, March 20, the Safety Committee
is sponsoring a Safety Night for our church family,
which will include local first responders as our
guests. Make plans to join us for dinner and special
activities.

