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The book “Crazy Talk: a not-so-stuffy dictionary of Theological 
terms” defines Evangelism in this way: 
 Like many [Theological] terms, evangelism comes from 
Greek – and thus may keep ordinary people clueless about what it 
means.  For most, evangelism describes an act that is 
presumptuous, pushy and painful.  But the Greek word evangelion 
means “good news.”  Evangelism is any act of speaking or doing 
that shares with others the good news that Jesus Christ loves 
them unconditionally.  Evangelism is not a program or a strategy; 
it is a way of life… (page 61) 
 Because we believe that Missions and Evangelism are one 
and the same, we will use these terms interchangeably in this 
booklet. 

 
Partnership with a church in Bucharest Romania 

 
This booklet is designed to give readers a picture (often literally) 
of how First Baptist Church of Pendleton goes about speaking and 
doing in order to share the good news that Jesus Christ loves 
everyone unconditionally.  Even more importantly it is designed to 
encourage readers to roll up their sleeves, stand alongside us and 
get to work sharing the good news with us!   
 
 



 4 

PARTNERS IN MISSION 
How First Baptist Church does Mission 

 
 Someone once said that if we look at our check registers, 
we can gain a great understanding of our priorities.  In our 2011-
2012 budget 47 different line items (General Fund and Designated) 
are devoted to Missions or Mission Projects.  There aren’t 47 
groups that just happen to receive money from the church, these 
are 47 PARTNERS in ministry.   
 Partners don’t simply exchange money – they work 
together to accomplish a shared mission.  We regularly evaluate 
our partnerships, not to judge whether organizations are doing a 
good job or not, but to determine whether we are doing a good job 
of partnering with them.  Are church members participating in 
mission projects our partners sponsor?  Are church members 
serving on boards or committees of our partners?  Do our church 
members have a passion for the work of our partners?   
 

 
Senior Fellowship: a weekly ministry for Senior Adults in our community 

 
 As you read through this booklet, you will have the chance 
to read stories of how we got involved or remain involved in 
various partnerships.  Through these stories, you will see that the 
evangelism we do is as varied and passionate as are the members 
who are our evangelists.   
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The BJC's mission is to defend and 
extend God-given religious liberty for 
all, furthering the Baptist heritage that 
champions the principle that religion 
must be freely exercised, neither 
advanced nor inhibited by government.  

www.bjconline.org 

The Baptist House of Studies prepares 
students for Baptist ministry through 
theological education and participation in 
a supportive community as they are 
being formed for Christian ministry at 
the Divinity School. 

www.divinity.duke.edu 
 

The Mission of the McAfee School of Theology is to extend the mission 
of the Church in the world by equipping women and men called of God 
for authentic ministry, the pursuit of spiritual maturity, and the lifelong 
process of theological inquiry. 

www.theology.mercer.edu 



 24 

Denominational Affiliations 
We partner with a number of Denominational groups to help us be better 
Baptists and better Christians.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship is a fellowship of Baptist 
Christians and churches who share a passion for the Great Commission 
of Jesus Christ and a commitment to Baptist principles of faith and 
practice. Our mission is to serve Christians and churches as they 
discover and fulfill their God-given mission.  

www.thefellowship.info 

Since its organization in 1845 in Augusta, 
Georgia, the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
has grown to over 16 million members who 
worship in more than 42,000 churches in the 
United States. Southern Baptists sponsor about 
5,000 home missionaries serving the United 
States, Canada, Guam and the Caribbean, as well 
as sponsoring more than 5,000 foreign 
missionaries in 153 nations of the world. 

www.sbc.net 

The Baptist World Alliance is a global movement 
of Baptists sharing a common confession of faith 
in Jesus Christ bonded together by God’s love to 
support, encourage and strengthen one another 
while proclaiming and living the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit to a lost 
and hurting world 

www.bwanet.org 
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WORSHIP MINISTRY 
What is it? 
Worship without Mission becomes pointless worship of self.  Mission 
without worship becomes devoid of power –like trying to use a chainsaw 
without cranking it up.  It is from the worship of God who came to earth 
in the person of Jesus to physically minister to us that we draw strength, 
inspiration and courage to work to make “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  

  
Cross used in an All Saints Service 

How did we get involved? 
First Baptist Church began in 1842 as a small group of people who came 
together to worship.  Worship remains at the heart of our church.  In 
2006 we took a big step of faith and began a second worship service in a 
more contemporary style.  We spend much money and staff time 
ensuring that our worship services honor God and help lead all of us to 
God.   

 
Our pastors on Easter Sunday 

How can you be involved? 
·  Recognize your need to worship and act on that need: “Find A 

Way Every Day” to worship and connect with God. 
·  Come to Dayclear Contemporary Worship in our sanctuary at 

8:45 on Sunday Mornings or to our Traditional Worship at 11:00 
on Sunday Mornings. 

 



 6 

Special Projects 

 
Summer Mission trip to the Stewart Center in Atlanta 

There is almost always a special project going on at First Baptist Church.  
Ongoing and annual special projects include Samaritan’s Purse 
Shoeboxes, Angel Tree Gifts for Prisoner’s Children, Toys for Tots 
Motorcycle Parade, Operation Magi gifts for Needy Pendleton Families, 
Backpack project for Anderson District 4 Students, Toiletries collection 
for prisoners, Collection of canned food for Clemson Community Care, 
Duffle bags for foster children, Baby Shower for the Allendale, SC 
Shelter, Trick or Treat So Others May Eat food collection for Anderson 
Interfaith Ministries, Summer Mission trip to the Stewart Center in 
Atlanta, Mission trips to Disaster zones (at least once a quarter), Keenage 
choir trips to area nursing homes and assisted living facilities, Minister’s 
Cookoff for Safe Harbor, Family Promise ministries to homeless 
families… 

 
Youth on mission 

 The list is seemingly endless and demonstrates this church’s 
huge love of God and neighbor!  All you have to do to plug in is to read 
the newsletter (always found on our website www.fbcpendleton.org ) and 
get involved! 
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Our mission is to reduce homelessness for children and 
their families in Anderson County by uniting local 
congregations through an Interfaith Hospitality 
Network to provide shelter, food and the necessary 
tools needed for the families to regain their 
independence.  www.familypromiseanderson.org 

Located in Atlanta, GA utilizing educational initiatives, 
spiritual enrichment opportunities and wellness resources 
the Andrew P. Stewart Center seeks to empower children 
and families to realize their life's highest trajectory while 
drawing on community strengths and celebrating personal 
identity.   www.stewartcenter.org 

The mission of Foothills Alliance is to 
provide child abuse prevention 
initiatives in Anderson County and 
crisis intervention services to child and 
adult victims of sexual assault in 
Anderson and Oconee counties and to 
serve as their advocates in the 
community. Foothills Alliance offers 
multiple FREE services to the 
community. Not only does the Alliance 
focus on helping children and adults 
heal from their abuse but also in 
preventing abuse from ever taking 
place.  www.foothillsalliance.org 
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Partner Organizations 
We don’t just fund missions.  We partner with a variety of groups and 
organizations in order to be the evangelists and missionaries we are 
called to be.  In order to receive funding from us we must have some 
kind of partnership relationship as described on page 5.  You can get 
involved in any of these groups by going to their website and finding out 
how you can help!  Partner Organizations not already listed in this 
booklet are: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Anderson Interfaith Ministries is an organization of 
people and churches of various faiths providing 
assistance to the needy while encouraging and guiding 
them to function independently within their own 
resources.  www.aimcharity.org 
  

Our mission is to assist persons in difficult 
circumstances with necessities such as food, shelter and 
utilities, and to help them to become self-sufficient 
through educational programs and advocacy. 
www.clemsoncommunitycare.org 
 

Based in North Charleston, SC Rooted in faith, 
we invest in our neighborhoods to build leaders, 
establish quality housing and generate economic 
development.   www.pushingforward.org 

is a full service retirement community, 
located in the heart of downtown Laurens, 
South Carolina on 55 acres.  We are 
dedicated to wellness, quality senior living, 
and outstanding care.  
www.marthafranks.com 
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HANDS-ON-MISSIONS 
What is it?   
This is our program of providing funding for church members to be able 
to utilize their passions and gifts to reach out to others.  These funds have 
been used by members to build wheelchair ramps for needy people, to 
fund an after-school Bible study, to enable children to collect canned 
goods for hungry people, to throw a Christmas party for men in prison, 
and in many, many other ways.   

 
How did we get involved?   
In 1997 the church needed to raise $500,000 in order to retire a debt on a 
building project.  Desiring that the building project be connected to our 
passion for doing mission, we decided to give 10% of every dollar 
collected through the building fund into a fund for hands-on-missions.  
The only rules for this fund are that the mission be consistent with the 
vision and values of First Baptist Church and that the mission be done by 
church members in a “hands-on” manner.  Since 1997, we have used this 
fund for more than $100,000 in direct, hands-on mission activities.   

 
How can you get involved?  

·  Figure out what your passion for mission is, figure out a way you 
can use your gifts to address that passion, find a few other 
church members who also want to take part and make a proposal 
to our Mission Development Council (Contact Jerry Lark 864- 
226-1527) 

·  Give financially to our Hands-On-Missions Fund.  Every dollar 
will be used to further this worthwhile mission. 
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INTERNATIONAL MISSION TRIPS 
What is it? 
We offer scholarships to people who wish to engage in short-term 
international mission trips.  Preference is given to young people who are 
considering a career in missions.   
 
How did we get involved? 
A family in the church sold a house and decided to tithe the cost of the 
house to the church for this fund.  They felt a strong call to make an 
opportunity, especially for young people considering a career in 
missions, for members of our church to engage in missions around the 
world.  To date there have been three trips to Romania as well as trips to 
Thailand, Nepal, Belize, and Greece.  The family frequently adds money 
to the fund so that it can be used for many years to come.   

 
Pastor Courtney Krueger with Romanian children 

 
How can you be involved? 
You may give to the fund.  If you wish to apply for a scholarship for an 
international mission trip, talk to one of our pastors Courtney Krueger or 
Jennifer McClung.  They will help you decide if your trip meets the 
parameters of the grant.   
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Women’s Ministries 
What is it? 
We have four Women’s Mission Groups.  They exist to learn about 
missions, pray for and give to missions, engage in missions, and develop 
spiritually toward a missions lifestyle.  They meet monthly and have 
regular missions projects and activities.   

 

How did we get involved? 
As the need grows for mission groups, we form them.  The current 
groups are: 
Global Women’s Group (first Saturday at 9:30 a.m.).  This is for 
30(ish) women who gather for breakfast, fellowship and conversation 
about issues faced by women around the world.  They choose appropriate 
mission projects to help meet needs of women world-wide.   
The Lydia Group (second Thursday at 7:00 p.m.).  This group’s mission 
is primarily focused on the Collins Children’s Home (see page 12 of this 
booklet).  They offer a number of activities and other resources to this 
vital community ministry. 
The Robinson Group (third Thursday at 7:00 p.m.). The Robinson 
Group is named for Greg and Jodie Robinson, former FBC staff 
members who spent a number of years on the Mission Field after leaving 
FBC.  They work closely with Clemson Community Care to ensure that 
individuals and families in our area do not go hungry.  They also sponsor 
a child in Romania through Project Ruth.   
The Roper Group (first Tuesday at 9:45 a.m.). The Roper group spreads 
its mission attention all the way from local to international projects.  
They often can be found doing sewing projects for nursing homes or new 
babies.  They support a women’s shelter in Allendale, SC and a 
Children’s ministry center in Atlanta, GA.  They have adopted an 
unreached people group in China and closely follow the work of 
missionary Janee Angel in Europe. 

 
How can you get involved? 
Contact Linda Breazeale to find out more (864-646-5769) 
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Music Ministry 
What is it? 
Nothing inspires or brings people closer to God than music.  Whether it 
was written hundreds of years ago or yesterday, good Christian music is 
vital to the ministry and mission of a church.  Our music ministry is 
broad both in terms of age and musical genre.  We have age appropriate 
opportunities for everyone from one year olds through Senior adults.  We 
have both traditional and contemporary music ensembles and groups.  
We have several handbell and hand chime choirs. 
 
How did we get involved? 
The Psalms are the “hymn book of the Bible.”  God’s people have been 
making sacred music for thousands of years.  We are simply thankful to 
be part of such a long and varied tradition.  

 
Kid’s Handchimes 

How can you get involved? 
Choose a group and start making music! 

·  Sing and Play for 1-2 year olds. 
·  Graded choirs from Preschool through Elementary  
·  Children’s handchimes 
·  Youth Ensemble 
·  Youth Praise Team 
·  Adult Handbells 
·  Dayclear Praise Team 
·  Sanctuary Choir 
·  Keenage Choir 

Call Minister of Music Phyllis Boykin for more information (864-261-
3402). 
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BIBLE MINISTRY 
What is it?   
We keep a supply of Bibles on hand to offer to people who need them.   
 
How did we get involved?  
A man once asked pastor Courtney Krueger for a Bible.  Not having a 
Bible ready to be given away, he had to offer the man a Bible from the 
church library.  Vowing that never again would anyone ask for a Bible 
and First Baptist struggle to fulfill that request, he began the Bible 
ministry fund.  The Bibles are easy to understand translations (CEV and 
TNIV).  Over the past ten years we have distributed over a thousand 
Bibles (we lost count at 1000!) in at least 6 different languages (English, 
Mongolian, Spanish, Russian, Romanian, and Albanian). 

 
How you can be involved?  

·  Pick up a Bible from the literature rack near the church office 
and give it to someone who needs it. 

·  Give financially (Bibles are around $50 for a case of 24 or $2 
each).  Make a note on your check or gift: Bible Ministry 

·  Contact Courtney Krueger (933-4912) to share ideas or needs 
that this ministry might address. 
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Pendleton Community Counseling Center 
 
What is it?  
 The Pendleton Community Counseling Center is a partnership 
between the Baptist Easley Hospital’s Pastoral Counseling service and 
First Baptist Church.  Our counselor can help with a variety of problems 
including depression, stress and anxiety, child and adolescent problems, 
marital and family conflict, sexual dysfunctions, alcohol and drug abuse, 
divorce, special needs of the aging, matters of faith, personal growth, 
difficulties in school and work. 
 
How did we get involved? 
 A family in the church gave a $50,000 gift to help the church 
find a ministry to the wider community that was currently lacking in the 
Pendleton Area.  After researching several possibilities, the family and 
the Missions Development Council agreed that this was a needed and 
appropriate use of the grant.  The Center opened its doors in the fall of 
2010. 

 
How can you get involved? 
 You can volunteer to be a host from 5:15-6:30 on Monday 
afternoons.  Your role is to assist people who are coming to the center 
after hours.  You may offer directions to the center or just a friendly 
greeting.   

For those who are need of our center’s services the center is open one 
day a week (Mondays except for weeks with Monday holidays) and 
offers a trained, licensed and certified pastoral counselor’s help for a 

sliding fee scale from $15-$100 an hour depending upon income. 
Members of First Baptist Church are entitled to one free session. To 
schedule an appointment, please call the Baptist Hospital Pastoral 

Counseling Service at 1-888-293-7585 or  864-442-7585.
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S.T.A.R.S. Ministry for Adults with Special Needs 
(Study Through Activities, Recreation, and Service) 

 
What is it? 
We recognize that every person is valuable to God.  Our ministry 
focuses on adults (age 18 +) with special needs.  This ministry 
seeks to include individuals who have a variety of special needs.  
Our theme verse is “Shine like stars in the universe. “     
Philippians 2:15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How did we get involved? 
As often happens in ministry and life, circumstances dictated that we 
begin this ministry.  In the late 1970s, several church members had 
special needs children come into their families.  The church responded 
with help and support that eventually became our Special Needs 
Ministry.  Since 2009 we have placed even more emphasis on Special 
Needs by providing opportunities for learning and service for all of our 
special needs members.  We remain as one of only a handful of Upstate 
Churches who offer special classes and programming for individuals 
with special needs. 
 
How can you get involved? 
You can volunteer to shepherd a special needs adult on Wednesday 
evening, to help teach our Special Needs Sunday School class or 
participate in one of the Mission Projects sponsored by our Special 
Needs Ministry.  Call Becca Privette (864-646-5867) for more 
information. 
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Senior Adult Ministry 
What is it? 
This is a ministry for and by Senior Adults.  Led by our wonderful 
Senior Adult Minister Phyllis Boykin, our Senior Adults navigate the 
Golden Years together as a close-knit family.  The group appropriately 
calls itself the “Keenagers.”  They especially offer joy and ministry to 
one another and others through our Keenage Choir.   

 
Keenage Choir performance 

How Did We Get Involved? 
Since the very beginning in 1842, our church has been led and 
served by capable and faithful people who were in their later years.  
Our very first Pastor, Thomas Dawson served the church as the 
Sunday School director and youth Sunday School teacher after his 
retirement and into his 90’s.  Our Senior Citizens of today continue 
in his tradition, offering service both within and outside the walls 
of our church.   
 
How can you get involved? 
The Keenagers monthly meeting is the Second Monday.  The Keenage 
Choir practices every Monday at 1:00 in our Choir Room.  The choir 
typically offers Easter, Summer and Christmas music each year.  They 
lead our church in music and then go “on the road” to area nursing 
homes and assisted living facilities.   
For more information, call Senior Adult Minister Phyllis Boykin (864-
261-3402). 
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Senior Fellowship 
What is it?   
Senior Fellowship is a ministry to Senior Citizens who are “home alone and 
don’t want to be.”  A group meets in our fellowship hall every Thursday 
from 9:30 a.m. – Noon. 
Here’s what happens at Senior Fellowship: 
·  Fellowship and Friendship:   We understand that consistent 

association with others is essential to a healthier, happier life ... 
especially for the aging population.   

·  Spiritual Development:   We are a Christ-centered group, made up of 
all denominations.  Our weekly devotional and prayer time provides 
renewal and reflection, which helps to strengthen our faith.   

·  Missions and Outreach:  We look for ways to share our resources.  We 
donate items to community food banks.  We enjoy making gifts for 
patients in area nursing care centers.  Through fund-raising activities 
like rummage sales, we raise money for local charities.  We routinely 
mail cards to friends and neighbors who need a note of cheer.   

·  Activities and Special Events:  Our weekly activities encourage us to 
interact with each other.  Special guests and speakers help us stay 
informed about services and features that are of interest to our 
population.  We enjoy an annual "road trip" to an area museum or 
attraction  and restaurant.  Other special events include seasonal parties 
and celebrations.  

 
How did we get involved?   
One of our committees studying the need for child daycare in Pendleton 
concluded that a weekly resource for Senior Citizens was just as necessary.  
Senior Fellowship was born in 1998 and currently thrives under the 
leadership of directors Diane Scott and Lynne Sumerel. 
 
How can you get involved?   
·  Volunteer for a Thursday or two or become a regular volunteer.  
·  Offer to be a speaker or guest personality.  Share your special talent or 

passion with the group. 
·  Participate.  If you are 55 or older and want a group like ours, join  us! 
·  Call Diane Scott (654-4103) with ideas or questions you may have. 
 
·   
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SOUP 
What is it?  SOUP (Supper On Us Pendleton) is a partner 
organization housed at First Baptist Church.  Three nights a week 
(Monday, Wednesday, Friday) SOUP delivers hot, nutritious meals 
to people in the Pendleton area who are in need (elderly, sick, 
financially unstable).    
 
How did we get involved? 
Church member Margie Whelchel realized that the Pendleton Bi-Lo 
was sending all of its food designated to charity to another city 
because there wasn’t a suitable charity in Pendleton to receive it.  
She talked with a few friends and with the blessing of the church 
began SOUP.  This is a wonderful partnership between community 
members (volunteers are from all walks of life in the Pendleton 
community), Business (Bi-Lo, The Village Bakery and others) and 
the church.  SOUP delivers over 70 meals each of the three nights 
they serve.  A frequent “thank-you” the group receives sounds like 
this, “Mother and Dad wouldn’t be able to remain in their home if it 
weren’t for those meals coming three times a week.  You have made 
a major difference in our family.”   

 
How can you get involved? 
·  Volunteer to cook or to drive a route.  Cooks typically work 

from mid-morning to mid-afternoon.  Drivers pick up around 
4:00 and complete their route in less than 45 minutes.   

·  Contribute gifts of food or money.  Fresh produce from the 
garden, canned goods or in-date perishable goods in large 
quantities are always helpful. 

·  Call Margie Whelchel for more information (864-646-7799) 
 
 

 17 

Youth Ministry 
What is it? 
Our ministry to youth is a purposefully structured ministry created to 
meet the spiritual needs of youth in grades 7-12.  The environment 
centers on spiritual formation through teaching, mentoring, and applying 
truths from God’s Word. 

 
Youth engaging in ministry to people who are homeless 

How did we get involved? 
Youth ministry is one of First Baptist Church’s longest standing 
priorities.  The first staff minister hired beyond the role of pastor was 
Debbie Warren, a youth minister (1980).  One of the hallmarks of our 
youth ministry has been community participation.  Many youth who have 
other “Sunday” churches engage in our Youth Ensemble, Youth Praise 
Team, Wednesday Night “NEXT” Bible study and Youth mission 
opportunities.  Our Youth, led by great Youth ministers and leaders are a 
vital part of the mission of our church. 
 

How can you get involved? 
We have five Youth Ministry Teams created in order to provide a wider 
system of support for our youth ministry.   
  Fellowship Team: provide hospitality, food, etc. for youth activities. 
  Prayer Team: check the prayer box and pray for specific needs. 
  Breakfast Club: help with breakfast on Sunday Mornings 
  Celebration Team: bring a monthly birthday cake on Wednesday night 
  U-Haul Team: transport youth to and from Youth events 
  NEXT team: lead youth on Wednesday nights 
Call Youth Ministers Marcus Williamson (864-376-1168) and Christy 
Williamson (864-376-1167) for more information. 
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Children’s Ministry 
What is it? 
 Our ministry to children is a very intentional mission to children 
who are part of our congregation and beyond.  Our vision for Children’s 
ministry is “…keep growing all the time.” 2 Thessalonians 1:3.  We hope 
that children involved in our ministry will grow to love God and love 
their neighbor.  We believe therefore, that our children must learn about 
God, relate to God and serve God themselves.  We offer opportunities for 
all of these priorities on a regular basis.  To learn more about our vision, 
please go to www.fbcpendleton.org/children.html 

 
How did we get involved? 
 From the earliest days of our church history we have nurtured 
and cared for children.  In 2007-2008, we felt a strong call to change our 
staff structure to better suit our mission and ministry needs.  Part of this 
change included calling the first Children’s minister in FBC, Pendleton 
history.  Julia Goldie-Day joined our staff in January of 2009.  She has 
provided structure and leadership for an already vibrant children’s 
ministry.  From the moment you walk into the children’s department and 
see the colorful murals on the walls and hear the happy voices of 
children laughing and learning, you will recognize that helping children 
“keep growing all the time” is vital to this church’s mission. 

 
How can you get involved? 
 There are almost unlimited ways you can be involved.  You can 
volunteer to keep the nursery, teach children on Sundays or Wednesdays, 
transport kids who need rides to church, volunteer for a special event.  
Contact Julia Goldie-Day at 864-318-4368. 
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Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Community Grant 
What is it? 
This is a $25,000 grant awarded to First Baptist Church for the 
purpose of making a difference in the community in which we live.  
The bulk of this grant has been used to make both minor and major 
repairs on a number of Pendleton homes.  
 

 
Rick Bennett of CBF presenting the grant check  

to pastors Courtney Krueger and Jennifer McClung 
 

How did we get involved? 
We applied for and received the grant as an outcome of our 
completion of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s resource, “It’s 
Time: A journey toward missional faithfulness.”  We decided to 
focus on home repair in Pendleton after taking numerous mission 
trips to the Hurricane Katrina zone.  We learned that there were 
needs in our own backyard similar to those in Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Louisiana.  As part of this project, we partnered with the 
“Butterfly Project” on the West side of Pendleton in order to be even 
more connected with people in Pendleton. 
 
How can you get involved? 

Volunteer to help.  There are usually one or two ongoing 
projects.  We often need both skilled and unskilled labor.  You may 
be needed to shovel rocks into a drainage field or mud sheet rock in a 
bathroom.  If you have a particular skill or interest let us know.  We 
can probably find a way for you to use it!         Call Jerry Lark (226-
1527) for more information. 
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Collins Children’s Home and Family Ministries 
What is it? 

One of our partner ministries, Collins Children’s Home and 
Family Ministries says of itself, Within a community of Christian values, 
Collins Children’s home and family ministries cares for children and 
supports families in an atmosphere that instills feelings of acceptance, 
safety, permanence, dignity, and joy while teaching important life skills 
and a work ethic that will enable them to be productive members of 
society. 
 
How did we get involved? 
       We like to say that the Collins Home (collinschildrenshome.org) 
was born in our sanctuary!  In 1977 members Joe and Ann Rackley heard 
a call from God to begin a home for children in need.  More than 30 
years later the call they heard in worship is a thriving reality.  We 
support the home through our budget and in other ways.  Our Lydia 
Mission Group sponsors a cookout in the spring and a Christmas Party 
for the children the first Sunday of December every year.  Our Sunday 
School takes up a “meat offering” every December to provide the home 
with enough frozen meat to last several months.   
 

 
 
How can you get involved? 

·  Go to www.collinschildrenshome.org to learn more about how 
you can become involved in this wonderful ministry. 

·  Contact Trudy Brown of our Lydia Group (231-6432)to 
volunteer to help with cookouts, parties and other direct 
involvement with the home. 

·  Contact Wayne Patterson (654-4249) to help with the December 
“meat offering” 
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Woodchucks 
What is it? 

How much wood can a wood chuck chuck?  This “casual” 
ministry was organized by several people in our congregation to cut 
firewood and deliver it to people who need or would like it. 

 
How did we get involved? 

A group of people who enjoy being together and cutting 
firewood began gathering on cool Saturday mornings to exercise their 
passion.  After their woodpiles were full, they realized that many people 
depend on firewood for heat.  They also began to get requests from 
people who had dead trees in their yards they wanted removed.  On a 
typical Saturday morning the group will fill several pickup trucks with 
wood.  Volunteers who help are welcome to a load and the rest of the 
wood goes to people who need it.  It is a win-win-win ministry as 
friendships blossom, people in need are helped and the volunteers get 
wood as well! 

 

 
 

How can you get involved? 
 Call Ted Stokes (287-2336) to find out when and where the next 
cutting will be.  Also let him know if you know of people who are in 
need of firewood to heat their homes.   


