All Aboard!

By

Courtney Krueger

The first question our consultant Marinn Bengel asked the Long Range Planning team was, “If FBC was a car, what kind of car would it be?”  Everyone answered the question, but the answer that resonated most with the team was not an automobile, but the image of a train.  
We arrived at that image because we realized that one of our greatest strengths is the diversity we have within our congregation.  Just as a train has many different cars, each with its own particular purpose, we have many differences in our congregation, but all have a particular purpose.  
Since 2004 we have had diversity in worship as we offer two worship services on Sunday mornings. I read recently that different worship styles are like languages.  We all have a native or first language.  It is in that language that we best communicate and understand.  Some of us have a traditional worship language, others a contemporary worship language.  One isn’t better than the other, they are just different “languages” that we use to best communicate with and understand God.  We have two different worship cars as part of the FBC train.

We have a diversity of theological perspectives, which lead us to different expressions of our faith.  

A year ago we offered a church-wide retreat on the five theological worlds.  Those who participated were pleased to see that we tend to be well-represented among all five of the theological worlds.  Churches that are mainly comprised of members in only one or two of the worlds tend to miss out on the richness of God’s diversity among people.  Our church has at least five theological cars as part of the FBC train.
We have different missional passions.  Last fall, when I produced our On Mission Booklet (see it on the missions page of our website www.fbcpendleton.org ) it took me 24 pages just to give a brief overview of some of the ways we are on mission!  Everyone doesn’t participate in every mission (that would be impossible).  Instead, we empower our members to explore their individual passions for ministry.  It is hard to count exactly but we have at least 30 missions cars on the FBC train!    

Colossians 1:17-18 reminds us who the engine for our train must be: Jesus is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning…
If we put Jesus at the front where he belongs, he will continue to unite us with all of our diversity and differences.  It is in following Jesus that we find all things do hold together – the train moves forward with different cars, but on the same track in the same direction, with the same engine.
Our travel itinerary for the Long Range Planning process includes:


February 26 at noon: our first congregational meeting


April 15 at noon: our second congregational meeting


June 3 (time TBA): our third congregational meeting.  

God is calling “All Aboard” as we continue our Long Range Planning process.  See you on the train!

